I am pleased to announce a new Hospital Pharmacy feature: Critical Care Therapeutics. The first article-part 1 of a three-part series on advances and controversies in adult ICU sedation-appears in this issue.
The lead author for this series and the contributing editor of the Critical Care feature is Gilles Fraser, PharmD, FCCM. In 2000, Dr. Fraser received the Presidential Citation from the Society of Critical Care Medicine. He has written numerous articles and contributed to several books on the pharmacotherapy of the critically ill patient.
The first article in the series "Advances and Controversies in Adult ICU Sedation" is an overview of the importance of sedation and agitation and subjective assessment tools for patient evaluation. Inadequate sedation affects a significant number of ICU patients; part 1 focuses on literature published within the past 2 years.
The second article will focus on objective patient assessment tools and review outcome studies using these tools. Part 2 will also examine ICU data using an EEG-based monitoring tool, the bispectral index, and will be followed by an overview of outcome data when patient assessment tools are used to guide adult ICU sedation.
The concluding article will focus on evolving pharmacologic issues in the treatment of adult ICU agitation. It will discuss recent, unanticipated pharmacological effects when sedatives, analgesics, and neuromuscular blockers are used to treat adult ICU agitation.
Future topics under consideration for the Critical Care Therapeutics feature include "what is really new" about ACLS pharmacology, vasopressin, and the preemptive treatment of disseminated candidiasis.
We at Facts and Comparisons welcome Dr. Fraser and his colleagues contributing to the new Hospital Pharmacy feature. If you have topics of general interest to our readership that you would like us to consider for Critical Care Therapeutics, please e-mail them to me at dcada@drugfacts.com.
-Dennis Cada, PharmD, FASHP, FASCP Executive Editor, Hospital Pharmacy
CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS
Hospital Pharmacy is currently accepting articles for publication. The desired subject matter encompasses all areas of interest to pharmacists practicing in the inpatient and outpatient settings within hospitals, long-term care facilities, home care, and other health-system settings. Share with the Hospital Pharmacy readership how your facility is dealing with current trends in pharmaceutical care practice. The most frequently submitted types of articles include Original Articles, Review Articles, Brief Reports, Case Reports, and Letters to the Editor. All manuscripts are subject to review by qualified independent readers and the editors. Articles will be accepted for publication if they are judged to represent an important contribution to the literature.
If you are interested in submitting a manuscript, please direct your query to Dennis Cada, PharmD, FASHP, FASCP at hospitalpharmacy@drugfacts.com or visit www.hospitalpharmacyjournal.com to view the Notice to Authors.
